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against his will, to renew his offer of peace, and on 25th
August the Earls of Southampton and Dorset were sent
off to Westminster with Culpepper and Sir William Udall
as the bearers of the King's message to Parliament. It
was received, as the King had anticipated, " with unheard of
insolence and contempt," Parliament refusing to consider
it until the King hauled down his standard and withdrew
his proclamation against Parliament and its adherents.

Still Falkland did not abandon his efforts, and privately
urged the King to make one last appeal to Parliament in
person. That could not be; but Falkland was permitted
to be the bearer of yet another message, which he de-
livered on 5th September. It was entirely conciliatory in
tone, and its passionate professions in favour of peace
suggest the probability that the most peace-loving of the
King's ministers was not merely the bearer but the author
of the message. The King undertook "if a day were
appointed by Parliament for the revoking of their declara-
tion with all cheerfulness" to recall his proclamation and
take down his standard. According to D'Ewes, Falkland
was further charged with a secret message to the Parlia-
mentary leaders that the King would consent to a thorough
reformation in religion as well as to anything else they
could reasonably desire.1 Parliament, however, refused to
treat unless the King would unconditionally haul down his
flag, abandon his friends, put his person at the disposal of
Parliament and agree to abide by their advice. As for the
peacemaker, the House of Commons resolved (22nd Sep-
tember, 1642) "that the Lord Viscount Falkland shall be
disabled for continuing any longer a member of this House
during this Parliament."2

Further negotiation was futile. Nothing but the sword
could now determine the issue. Essex was at last moveden Cavaliershe rich and
